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During the week of June 18-23, 2017, a group of 28 high school students and adults from Notre 

Dame Catholic Church in Kerrville, TX traveled to Oklahoma City for their annual summer 

mission trip.  As they loaded up in the SUV’s and carpooled to Oklahoma there was much 

anticipation about how God would call them to serve…would they be painting homes, clearing 

brush, working in a local food pantry, or with disadvantaged children?  All that was certain was 

that God had called them to serve in some way and to volunteer a week of their summer to do 

so joyfully! 

Upon arriving to Oklahoma City, they joined with over 200 additional campers who had 

traveled from Kansas, Tennessee, Michigan, Minnesota, as well as others from Texas.  All were 

there as a part of Catholic Heart Workcamp (CHWC), a ministry that has grown in the past 30 

years to over 50 camps in various cities around the country and over 14,000 campers each year.  

The mission of CHWC is “to share the love of Christ as we serve the neglected, brokenhearted 

and the marginalized in any way needed. Equally, to inspire participants to live as disciples of 

Christ through serving others as a way of life; and to foster the Catholic Faith of each participant 

through the sacraments, prayer and involvement in social service.” 

On the first day of camp, the students would meet the team they would be working and 

building relationships with throughout the week. In addition, they would find out which local 

agency or resident they would be serving and what the project would entail.  And of course the 

day was not complete without joining together in celebration of the Eucharist…there is not a 

better way to kick off a week of serving as Christ’s hands and feet than on the Solemnity of the 

Body and Blood of Christ!  The campers were challenged and inspired throughout the week by 



Fr. Gary Kastl, who served as Camp Chaplain, to continually seek Christ in daily prayer, the 

Sacraments, and in the work they would be doing.   

For the next four days, the campers would wake up early in the morning and join together again 

for daily Mass before taking off for their work projects.  Of the 36 teams of youth and adults, 25 

served at residential homes completing repairs, painting indoors and outdoors, cleaning yards 

and simply being like Christ by visiting with the residents.  The remaining teams worked for 

agencies such as Habitat for Humanity, the Boys & Girls Club and a summer reading program for 

children.  An incredible amount of work was completed over these four days, many homes 

were revitalized, but most importantly the campers shined Christ’s light into the lives of those 

they served. One of the highlights of camp is “Residents Night” in which the residents and 

agencies are invited to share how they saw God through the work being done.  It is always 

inspiring to see the tears of joy and thankful words poured out from the locals to all of the 

campers for volunteering their time (even paying their way) to come and impact someone 

else’s life with hard work and lots of love!  As one agency leader put it “we welcome many 

volunteers throughout the year, but Catholic Heart Workcamp is who we wait for each 

summer!” 

After long days in the Oklahoma heat, campers of course have to enjoy some fun as well.  Each 

night at CHWC is packed with high energy games, music, and the always anticipated light show 

and dance party!  The evening program then transitions to a time of prayer and reflection that 

includes powerful skits and testimonies from the camp staff, praise & worship with Catholic 

musician Dante Schmitz, Eucharistic Adoration and Reconciliation.  The theme each night was 

“Rooted”, focusing on challenging the campers to be “rooted in Christ” by living a life of prayer, 

service, and thriving in wherever God leads them.  The evening programs are very effective in 

rejuvenating and motivating the tired campers for another great day of service to come! 

Before departing from Oklahoma City, our group enjoyed a fun team-building activity at an 

Escape Room, where teams of 7 were locked in a room and had one-hour to race against the 

clock finding clues and completing puzzles to get out.  All teams were successful and had a 

blast!  

Our group would like to thank the CHWC Office, Team 5, and Mary Smith (OKC Camp Director), 

for their yearlong preparations in making this camp experience such an enjoyable success.   

We would also like to thank the parishioners of Notre Dame for the prayers and support of our 

trip.  This trip is made possible through several fundraising efforts, private donations, and 

second collections.  We are grateful for your generosity and prayers!  We would also like to 

thank Fr. David and the Pastoral Staff for all of their support in making camp possible.  In the 

words of our campers, “these trips to CHWC have a great impact on our lives and faith” and is 

“the best week of our summer!” 


